GURU AMAR DAS JI (1479 – 1574)

Born in village Basarke near Amritsar on 5th May 1479, Guru Amar Dass Ji was the eldest son of his parents, Bhai Tej Bhan Ji and Mata Lakshmi Ji.  He was married to Bibi Mansa Devi Ji  when he was 24 years of age. He was blessed with two sons namely Mohan Ji and Mohri Ji and two daughters – Bibi Dani Ji and Bibi Bhani Ji. Guruship was bestowed on him on 29th March 1552 when he was 73 years Old.  At that time, ‘Sangats’ or assemblies of Sikhs existed in far flung areas. In order  to develop cohesiveness and continuity he organized the Sangats into 22 Manjis or regional groups. He appointed 52 women preachers as head preachers.  This was an important step in Muslim influenced society where women were not permitted to have contacts with men outside their families.  He maintained Guru Nanak’s social concerns and persuaded Emperor Akbar (1556-1605) to repeal taxes of pilgrims going to the holy city of Hardwar.  When Emperor Akbar visited Guru in the year 1567, he was asked to follow Gurus principle “ pahle pangit, pachhe sangat (first eat together then worship together) by sitting in line with those who were taking food from the Guru’s kitchen before  discussing religious matters with him, to which he gladly agreed.

He established a Bauli (a place for ritual bathing) at Goindwal, as an alternative to Hardwar where Sikhs went for ritual cleansing.   He thereby tried to develop distinct identity for Sikhs.

He carried out far reaching reforms like prohibition of the practice of sati (the self immolation of widows on their husbands funeral pyres).  He also stopped women from wearing veils, encouraged widows to remarry. He broke the prevailing tradition of seclusion of women, by appointing woman as preachers of “peehris”.   During his Guruship he collected the hymns of Guru Nanak Dev and Guru Angad Dev. The cultural distinctiveness of Sikhs was marked by equality between men and women.  Guru Amar Dass Ji also selected the site for the construction of Harimandir sahib which later became the emblematic Core of Sikhism. He started the practice of Inter – Caste marriages.  He emphasised the equality of mankind. 907 deeply devotional hymns of Guru Amar Dass Ji written in 17 Ragas are included in Holy Granth Sahib Ji.  One of his most popular hymns is ‘Anand Sahib’ written in Rag Ramkali at page 917 – 922 in Guru Granth Sahib Ji.  He passed on the baton of Sikhism To Guru Ram Dass Ji it the year 1574  before he left this world on 1st September 1574.

