GURU RAM DASS JI (1534 – 1581)

Guru Ram Dass Jee was Born on 24th September 1534 in Chuna Mandi, Lahore, (Now in Pakistan) to Bhai Hardas Sodhi and  mata Daya Kaur Ji.   His parents gave him the name ‘Jetha’ but Guru Amar Dass Jee renamed him Ram Dass i.e., the servant of the God.

He had greatly impressed Guru Amar Dass Ji with his commitment to the principles and purpose of his faith and by his extraordinary industriousness.  He was married to Bibi Bhani Ji – the second daughter of Guru Amar Dass Ji she gave birth to 3 sons namely Pirthi Chand Ji, Mahadev Ji (Sri Guru) Arjan Dev Ji.   Guruship was conferred on Guru Ram Dass Ji (the devoted disciple of the third Guru) in the year 1574 when he was 40 years of age. Guru Ram Dass Ji built the towns of Ramdaspur which later came to be known as Amritsar (Safti Da Ghar – an abode of heaven).  He bought the pool and much of the land around it, where Harimandir Sahib (the house of God) also called Golden Temple - the fountain head of Sikh inspiration was built.

Guru Ram Dass Ji was a Social reformer.  He denounced the practice of sati and the veiling of the women.  He encouraged widow - remarriage should they so desire.  He was against the seclusion of the women a practice prevalent in the Muslim Community.   He forbade idol worshipping and rejected the practice of fasting and pilgrimage.  He started the practice of Kar Seva and Daswand  (one tenth of one’s earnings) to be spent on Kar Seva and other social works.  Like the earlier Gurus he too composed hymns, the most famous of which was ‘Lavan’ (Read at the time of Sikh marriage ceremony)  His compositions reflect the unswerving  resolve to strengthen the bonds between the faith and its followers.  Guru Granth Sahib contains 679 hymns written by Guru Ram Dass Jee in 30 Ragas.


