GURU ARJAN DEV JI (1563-1606)

1. Guru Arjan Dev Ji was born on 15th April 1563 at Goindwal.  He was the youngest son of Guru Ram Dass Ji and Bibi Bhani Ji.  He was the maternal grandson of Guru Amar Dass Ji and father of Guru Halgobind Ji.  He is connected to the development of Sikh Religion in many ways.  As a child, Arjan Dev Ji picked up spiritual virtues from his mother and Guru Amar Dass Ji blessed him with the boon, “Dohta Bani ka bohetha” (the Ship of Bani) who was to redeem mankind.  He was married to Mata Ganga Ji in the year 1579.  They were blessed with one son Hargobind in the year 1595.

2. Guruship was bestowed on him on 1st September 1581.  In a short span of 25 years he brought forth unique revolution in cultural, scriptural, doctrinal aspects of growing Sikh community.  This attracted the attention and appreciation of Emperor Akbar.  He said “Except love to God I find neither praise nor blame of any one in the Holy Granth.  It is a volume worthy of Reverence”.  His admiration was an important factor in building Sikh fortunes.  Guru’s popularity grew very fast and he came to be known as ‘Sacha padsah’ (the true Emperor).  In 25 years of his Guruship, the Seed of Sikhism sown by Guru Nanak blossomed into its fullness.

3. He raised 3 towns namely Taran Taran (Pool of Salvation), Sri Hargobindpur (named after his son) and Kartarpur (named after the Village established by Guru Nanak).  He completed the town of Amritsar (the Pool of nectar) It was there that he built,  Harimandar Sahib (Golden Temple)  - the house of the God.  It is the fountain head of Sikh inspiration  - a powerful and indestructible symbol of their pride.  It is a synthesis of ‘Nirgun’ and ‘Sargun’ – the spiritual and temporal realms of human existence. Built in water it is the holiest of the holy shrines of the Sikhs.

4. He was not only a great architect, but also a talented musician and a composer.  He composed 2218 hymns in 30 Ragas.  His most popular compositions are Sukhmani (the psalm of peace), Barah Maah and Bawan Akhri.  He compiled Adi Granth in which were incorporated over 6000 hymns of first 5 Gurus as well as 13 Hindu and Muslim Saints About 40% of the total hymns in Adi Granth are the compositions of Guru Arjan Dev Jee.  Adi Granth was installed by him in Harimandir Sahib on 16th August, 1604 

5. Akbar died in 1606 and his son Jehangir accused Guru Arjan Dev Ji of supporting Khusro a rival contender for the Mughal throne and disapproved of his growing popularity.  Guru Ji was finally arrested and tortured to death at Lahore on 30th May 1606.  He was asked either to embrace Islam Or be killed.  He chose to be killed for the freedom of faith.  Throughout the five day long torture he stayed calm and obeyed the will of God.  He was the first Sikh Martyr who abiding by the will of God sacrificed himself for the sake of humanity.

6. This 5th Jyot (divine light) of Guru Nanak is known as Shahidan De Sirtaj (the king of Martyrs).  His martyrdom proved to be a fusing point in Sikh history and brought about a revolution in Sikhism.  He gave Sikhism a distinct identity.  Besides being a great builder, a great architect, he was a great organizer with extraordinary vision and involvement for the future causes in the faith.  He not only composed about 1/3rd of the hymns included in Adi Granth, he re-enunciated the teachings of his predecessors, amplified them and added vision and insight of his own.
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