GURU HARGOBIND JI (1595 – 1644)

Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji was born on 19 June, 1595 in Village Wadali near Amritsar.  He was only eleven when the succeeded his father Guru Arjan Dev Ji in on 25th May 1606 after he was tortured to death.  He adopted the life of a Soldier.  He took the seat of his father with two swords girded round his waist – one was called “meeri” (temporal powers) and the other was called “peeri” (spiritual powers) symbolising equal time for spiritual and temporal matters.  He wore the emblem of royalty.  The concept of “meeri” and “peeri” was made a corner stone of Sikh faith by him.  Whereas he met the spiritual needs of the fast expanding Sikh community with unflagging dedication, at the same time he faced the looming conflict with Mughal which was more temporal than spiritual with exemplary determination.

He built a small fortress, called Lohgarh (the castle of steel) in Amirtsar.  Across the Harimandir, he built Akal Takhat (the throne of the Timeless God) for dealing with temporal matters.

Since the fine imposed on his father Guru Arjan Dev Ji had not been paid, Jahangir had him arrested and detained at Gwalior fort.  He was released after a few months.  He succeeded in freeing many of the Hindu feudal Chiefs detained there.

He continued the same policy that he adopted at the time of his pontificate.  He sat on a throne and held courts like Emperors.  He raised his own private army.  He fought 4 major battles with Mughal  forces of Shah Jahan (who proved even more implacable than his father).  The imperial forces were routed in all these bloody encounters.  The historical importance of these battles did not lie in their scale but in the fact that aggressor’s writ was rejected and his power scorned.  A mood of defiance was generated against the Mughals and an example set for others.  He instilled a valorous spirit into those who fought by his side and helped establish a tradition which changed the ideology of Sikhs and Sikhism forever.

He understook extensive tours to communicate Sikh belief in different centres of pilgrimage and learning in the country.  While attending to the Religious affairs he inspired an increasing number of people to join his faith.  He also honed their fighting qualities.

In the year 1634 he built a town called Kiratpur (the abode of praise) in the foothills of Himalayas and river Sutlej.

His death on 3rd March 1644 marked the end of a life during which aside from ceaselessly contributing to the spiritual goals set by his forefathers, he also highlighted the ongoing importance of striking back at those who dared raise their hand against Sikh beliefs.  He transformed the passive Indian mood of servility into one of confident defiance of autocratic Rulers and a fierce pride in Sikh prowess.

Gurdwara (the door to the Guru) the Sikh house of piety and prayer is yet another abiding legacy of Guru Hargobind.  It was for Sikhs what Mandirs, Masjids, Churches were to the followers  of their faiths.  Prior to his times, they were known as Dharamsal and Dharam Mandir, Guru Hargobind not only made it inseparable from Sikh Religion but also the enduring symbol of Sikh faith. 
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