GURU HAR RAI JI (1630 - 1661)

Born at Kiratpur on 16th January 1630 to Baba Gurdita Ji and Mata Nihal Kaur Ji, he was a saintly man immersed in scriptures written by the 5 Sikh Gurus, Saints and Bhagats and included in the Adi Granth Sahib.  Although he inherited a militant tradition and a small army raised by Guru Hargobind Sahbi Ji, yet he was a man of peace.  He hated to hurt any living thing.  “He said, “you can repair or rebuild a Temple or a Mosque but not a broken heart”.  One of his disciples once asked him whether there was any point in reciting the Guru’s hymns without understanding them.  He said, “yes, as the grease sticks to the pot when it is emptied so does the Guru’s word sticks to the heart.  Whether you contemplate or not, the word bears the seed of salvation Perfume persists in the broken pieces even after the Vase that contained it has been shattered”.

 He was married to Mata Kishan Kaur (Sulakhni Ji) in the year 1640.  He was blessed with 2 sons Ram Rai and Shri (Guru) Harkrishan Ji.

Guruship (Divine Light) was vested on him by Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji on 9th March 1644. During first thirteen of years of his Guruship he remained in seclusion in Village Thapal in Sirmoor state.  Thereafter he travelled extensively to spread the word of Guru Nanak.  He reorganized the missions into “Bakhshishan” as the Masand organizations set up by earlier Gurus had started disintegrating.

Although there was no major military engagement between the Sikh and the Mughal troops during his time, yet he incurred the displeasure of Emperor Aurangazeb for first saving his brother Dara Shikoh when he was poisoned by him during the life time of Shah Jahan and later for helping him against   Aurangzeb during his efforts to be the next Emperor.  When asked why he had saved the son of one who had tormented  his father and grand father, he replied “The man breaks flowers with one hand and offers them with the other but the flowers perfume both hands alike.  The axe cuts the sandal tree, yet the sandal perfumes the axe”.  

Guru Har Rai Ji defended the integrity of the Adi Granth.  The Emperor Aurangzeb summoned him to explain the allegation that some of the scripture in Adi Granth were disrespectful to Islam.  He refused to go. Instead he sent his son Ram Rai with a copy of the scripture to the Mughal Court.  He enjoined upon him to fix his thoughts on God and everything would prove successful.  He also impressed upon him the propriety of not countenancing any objections the Aurangzeb might make to Adi Granth Sahib.  Ram Rai is alleged to have performed 72 miracles and even while reciting from Adi Granth deliberately misread and replaced the word Musalman with Baimaan to please and avoid criticism from Aurangzeb.  When this was reported to Guru Har Rai Ji he repudiated his son and refused to receive him ever again for daring to alter Guru Nanak’s hymns.  He blessed the ancestors of the princely families of Patiala, Nabha, Jind, Kaithal and Bagarian whose descendents later played a distinguished role in building Sikh Power.   Before his death on 6th October, 1661 he anointed his youngest son Har Krishan as the Eighth Guru of the Sikhs.
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