GURU HAR KRISHAN JI (1656 – 1664)

Guru Har Krishan Ji was born on 7th July 1656 at Kiratpur.  He was the youngest son of Seventh Guru Har Rai Ji and mata Kishan Kaur Ji.  He was only 5 years old, when in the year 1661 Guruship (Divine Light) was vested on him by Guru Har Rai Ji.  The investiture of Guru Har Krishan Sahib did not suit Aurangzeb who wanted to play a decisive role in Sikh affairs.  He summoned the infant Guru to Delhi, in the garb of arbitrating between him and his elder brother Ram Rai, over the claim of Guruship.  In Delhi he was put up in the house of Mirza Raja Jai Singh in the suburbs of village Raisina, Aurangzib did not arbitrate but he kept both the brothers under his Surveillance.

Guru Harkrishan was stricken with small pox.  Before he died on 30th March 1664 he indicated that the next Guru of Sikhs would neither be Ram Rai nor Dhirmal but an older man living in village Bakala.

Though he died young, yet he is remembered in Sikh congregation prayer (Ardas) as “the one whose sight dispels all pain” because during the deadly disease plague, that broke out in Delhi, he cared for the sufferers until he became ill himself.

In the building of Delhi, Village Raisina was later demolished.  The beautiful Gurdwara that stands on the site is called Bangla Sahib (the place of the residence).
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