GURU TEG BAHADUR SAHIB JI (1621 – 1675)

1. Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib Ji was the youngest Son of Sixth Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji.  He was born to Mata Nanaki on 1st April, 1621 in Amritsar.  He studied Religion, Languages and Music from Bhai Gurdas and got training in archery and horse riding from Baba Budha Ji.

2. He was married to Mata Gujri Ji in 1632 at the age of 11 at Kartarpur.  He had only one son, Gobind Rai born on 22nd December, 1666 at Patna.

3. He was a man of retiring habits who did not wish to fight for his rights.  His very reluctance to press for his recognition turned the Sikh for masses in his favour. 

4. Guruship was vested on him on 20th March 1665 when he was found by one masand and merchant Makhan Shah Lubana in Village Bakala while he was in deep meditation at a secluded place. 

5. This soured Dhirmal and Ram Rai who had been claimants to the Guruship.  Dhirmal tried to have him murdered, fortunately the assassin hired by him failed to execute his mission.  When he went to Amritsar, the doors of Harimandir Sahib, were slammed on him by the masands.  From there he went to Kiratpur where his envious nephews and cousins gave him no respite.  He left this place too and bought a hillock near Village Makhowal and built a Village where he could find peace and solitude.  He named this Village Anandpur (the heaven of bliss).

6. Like his predecessors he travelled far and wide to spread the word of Guru Nank.  He visited “Manjis” and “Sangats” established across India by his predecessors. 

7. In the year 1675, when the Schools and Temples of Hindus were being destroyed by Aurangzeb and all those who refused to embrace Islam were being exterminated he decided to take up cudgels on behalf of Kashmiri Pandits who were being threatened to embrace to Islam or face action.  Seeing the sadistic satrap of   Aurangzeb being inflicted on Hindus having crossed all limits he declared that if Emperor could make him convert to Islam, Pandits too would accept conversion.  He felt the inalienable right of people to practice their own religion/faith could not be denied to them by the bigoted rulers.  He left for Delhi on his own volition.  But on the way to Delhi, he was arrested in Village Malikpur Ranghran near Ropur on 12th July 1675. He was chained and fettered and brought to Delhi in an Iron cage on 5th November, 1675.  For the next 5 days he was persuaded to convert to Islam and tortured on his refusal to do so.  His message to Aurangzeb was simple.  If the prophet of Mecca, who founded Islam could not impose one religion on the world, how can he do it. It is not God’s will.  On 16th November 1675 three of his companions Bhai Mati Das, Bhai Dayal Das and Bhai Sati Dass were murdered in his presence.  The first was sawn into two, Second boiled to death in a cauldron, the third was burnt alive.  When even this could not deter him, Guru Ji was publicly be headed on the same day on the same spot.  Gurdwara Sis Ganj now stands in his memory at Chandni  Chowk, Delhi.  He was only 54 years old at the time of his martyrdom.  Before his body could be quartered and exposed to public view it was stolen under the cover of darkness by two of his devotees.  His head was brought by Bhai Jaita to Anandpur Sahib where it was cremated by his son Gobind Rai and Sikh Sangat.  His body was stolen by Bhai Lakhi Shah Lubana who cremated it by keeping his body in his house and setting it on fire – a fitting farewell by his devotees to a man who had stirred their imagination by his unique sacrifice.  Guru Gobind Singh  has written in Bachitar Natak.  A deed like Teg Bahadur’s none had dared before.  To protect their ‘Tilak’ and ‘Janeu’ he performed a heroic deed in the age of Kali.  He gave his head for men of faith without flinching, and chose martyrdom in the cause of righteousness”.  He sustained martyrdom to save the Hindus from the communal rage of Aurangzeb. By his supreme and unparalleled sacrifice he demonstrated that a man convinced of the moral purpose of his Religious belief had the strength to stand up to a despot determined to subjugate people to his will, that inalienable right of people to practice their own faith could not be denied to them by the bigoted Rulers.

8. Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib composed 115 hymns recorded in 15 Ragas in Guru Granth Sahib.
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